


I would like to personally thank you for watching the Origins program.  
Origins was a special program, near to the heart of my late husband, 
Russell Bixler. 

I trust that the information in this presentation will be helpful in your study 
of creation science.  Thank you for your prayerful and financial support 
of Origins… you’re making the television production of this program 
possible.

-Norma Bixler
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•• Typical is an editorial in Typical is an editorial in OmniOmni which which 

claimed: claimed: 

““Once a religion becomes politically powerful, it Once a religion becomes politically powerful, it 

suppresses all suppresses all ““hereticalheretical”” teachings.  Galileo was teachings.  Galileo was 

silenced by the Roman Catholic Church. ... Robert silenced by the Roman Catholic Church. ... Robert 

A. Heinlein predicted three decades ago that the A. Heinlein predicted three decades ago that the 

United States would be ruled by a religious United States would be ruled by a religious 

dictatorship in the twentydictatorship in the twenty--first century.first century.””

(Bova, 1981, p. 6)(Bova, 1981, p. 6)

GalileoGalileo



•• A more recent example (an editorial):A more recent example (an editorial):

““Galileo was branded a heretic for . . . Galileo was branded a heretic for . . . 

daring to adopt a radical new theory daring to adopt a radical new theory 

that Earth is not at the center of the that Earth is not at the center of the 

universe.universe.”” (Marrison, 2002, p. 10) (Marrison, 2002, p. 10) 

GalileoGalileo



GalileoGalileo
•• Charles DarwinCharles Darwin’’s great great grandson Matthew Chapman s great great grandson Matthew Chapman 

claimed:  claimed:  

For supporting Copernican theory For supporting Copernican theory …… Galileo was tried Galileo was tried 
by the Roman Catholic church by the Roman Catholic church …… He was not He was not ‘‘pardonedpardoned’’
until 1988 when Pope John Paul II finally conceded until 1988 when Pope John Paul II finally conceded 
that the church had made a that the church had made a ‘‘mistakemistake’’.  1988!.  1988!

•• Over three centuries to concede a scientific point that every Over three centuries to concede a scientific point that every 

man of reason accepted 200 years ago (2000, p. 136man of reason accepted 200 years ago (2000, p. 136--137). 137). 



GalileoGalileo

•• University of New Mexico history of science University of New Mexico history of science 

professor Timothy professor Timothy MoyMoy in in ““Science, Religion, Science, Religion, 

and the Galileo Affairand the Galileo Affair”” SkepticalSkeptical InquirerInquirer

25(5):4325(5):43--49 2001 concluded that the truth is 49 2001 concluded that the truth is 

far different.far different.



GalileoGalileo

•• ““It is more historically accurate to conclude that It is more historically accurate to conclude that ……

the main opponents of the new Copernican position the main opponents of the new Copernican position 

were were academiciansacademicians teaching science in the teaching science in the 

universities, and that much, if not most, of Galileouniversities, and that much, if not most, of Galileo’’s s 

support came from church officialssupport came from church officials””. . 



GalileoGalileo
•• The problem: GalileoThe problem: Galileo’’s ideas were looked upon s ideas were looked upon 

favorably by certain influential churchmen and favorably by certain influential churchmen and 

scientists, causing jealousy in his rival scientists, causing jealousy in his rival 

scientists (Drake, 1957). scientists (Drake, 1957). 

•• Academic opposition to Galileo was because Academic opposition to Galileo was because 

the the ““naturalnatural”” philosophies were firmly based philosophies were firmly based 

on Aristotelianism (Drake, 1980).on Aristotelianism (Drake, 1980).



GalileoGalileo
•• Many scholars then did not value experimentation, or Many scholars then did not value experimentation, or 

research.research.

•• For centuries, scholars concluded that the basic truths of For centuries, scholars concluded that the basic truths of 

nature were to be found in Aristotlenature were to be found in Aristotle’’s writings and those s writings and those 

of his learned commentators (Wallace, 1981).  of his learned commentators (Wallace, 1981).  



GalileoGalileo

•• Logical arguments and reason, were often more to Logical arguments and reason, were often more to 

be trusted than were the evidence of the senses be trusted than were the evidence of the senses 

(Santillana, 1955).(Santillana, 1955).



Galileo Cont.Galileo Cont.
•• Many conclude that GalileoMany conclude that Galileo’’s proved the case s proved the case 

for heliocentrism. Moy notes for heliocentrism. Moy notes 

““GalileoGalileo’’s new proof s new proof …… doesndoesn’’t work. Galileo simply t work. Galileo simply 

did not know how to prove that Earth truly did not know how to prove that Earth truly 

moved.  moved.  

Galileo had crossed the line set sixteen years Galileo had crossed the line set sixteen years 

earlierearlier——he had promoted an idea he had promoted an idea …… without without 

providing proof of its truthfulnessproviding proof of its truthfulness”” (2001, p. 45).(2001, p. 45).



Galileo Cont.Galileo Cont.
•• Conversely, many in the church were anxious for new ideas, Conversely, many in the church were anxious for new ideas, 

and the honors it bestowed upon Galileo made his enemies and the honors it bestowed upon Galileo made his enemies 

furious:  furious:  

•• They were all jealous of the special treatment Galileo was They were all jealous of the special treatment Galileo was 

given by the church, and, of his large salary. (Ronan, 1974, pp.given by the church, and, of his large salary. (Ronan, 1974, pp.

131131--132). 132). 



Galileo Cont.Galileo Cont.
•• During a visit to Rome he had an audience with Pope Paul III thaDuring a visit to Rome he had an audience with Pope Paul III that t 

made such a favorable impression on the Pope that made such a favorable impression on the Pope that 

““afterwards church dignitaries vied with one another to do him afterwards church dignitaries vied with one another to do him 

honor.  ... Galileo was overjoyed with the reception he had honor.  ... Galileo was overjoyed with the reception he had 

received; his telescopic observations had been confirmed by the received; his telescopic observations had been confirmed by the 

highest astronomical authority in the land.  highest astronomical authority in the land.  

Church and society were on his side; what more could he ask?Church and society were on his side; what more could he ask?””

(Ronan, 1974, p. 131) .(Ronan, 1974, p. 131) .



Galileo Cont.Galileo Cont.
•• GalileoGalileo’’s main problem was his:s main problem was his:

“…“… rash indiscretion, his insistence on throwing open to rash indiscretion, his insistence on throwing open to 

the common people a question that was far from the common people a question that was far from 

being settledbeing settled”” (Santilana, 1955. p. 18).(Santilana, 1955. p. 18).



Galileo Cont.Galileo Cont.
•• Moy added that:Moy added that:

““While scholars have been unable to While scholars have been unable to 

come to a consensus on why Galileo come to a consensus on why Galileo 

was tried by the Inquisition, almost was tried by the Inquisition, almost 

all historians agree that it was not all historians agree that it was not 

primarily because Galileo believed in the Copernican primarily because Galileo believed in the Copernican 

heliocentrismheliocentrism”” (Moy, 2001, p. 43) (Moy, 2001, p. 43) 



Moy ConcludedMoy Concluded
•• ““GalileoGalileo’’s trouble with the Church s trouble with the Church 

became a means to condemn the became a means to condemn the 

church as backward.  church as backward.  

•• For most of the medieval and For most of the medieval and 

Renaissance periods, the primary Renaissance periods, the primary 

supporter of research and teaching in the sciences was supporter of research and teaching in the sciences was 

the Churchthe Church””..



Moy AddedMoy Added

•• After the Galileo affair, the church After the Galileo affair, the church 

continued to promote research, even continued to promote research, even 

turning entire cathedrals into giant turning entire cathedrals into giant 

pinpin--hole cameras to measure the hole cameras to measure the 

apparent diameter of the solar disk at apparent diameter of the solar disk at 

various times of the year (2001, p. 45).various times of the year (2001, p. 45).



Church Today Sides with DarwinistsChurch Today Sides with Darwinists
•• The Catholic ChurchThe Catholic Church’’s major sin was s major sin was 

capitulating to the pressure from the capitulating to the pressure from the 

scientificscientific communitycommunity.  .  

•• Secular humanist magazine, Secular humanist magazine, The Free The Free 

InquirerInquirer,  commonly claim that Darwinist,  commonly claim that Darwinist’’s s 

strongest allies are the clergy.strongest allies are the clergy.



Church Sides With DarwinistsChurch Sides With Darwinists
•• Many modern denominations may again be proved wrong Many modern denominations may again be proved wrong 

for defending a belief system that is without scientific for defending a belief system that is without scientific 

foundation and intellectually bankrupt.  foundation and intellectually bankrupt.  

•• History may once again condemn religion for siding with History may once again condemn religion for siding with 

scientists:scientists:



Prof. Maatman Said:Prof. Maatman Said:

““Many churches and theologians have great respect Many churches and theologians have great respect 

for natural scientific conclusions . . . But holding for natural scientific conclusions . . . But holding 

unwarranted respect for all things scientific is unwarranted respect for all things scientific is 

dangerous . . .dangerous . . .””

((MaatmanMaatman, 1994, p. 181), 1994, p. 181)



The ProblemThe Problem
•• It is no accident that Hitler arose, and the Holocaust It is no accident that Hitler arose, and the Holocaust 

occurred, in a country that had a higher educational level occurred, in a country that had a higher educational level 

(and a greater percentage of Ph.D.s (and a greater percentage of Ph.D.s 

than any other nation).than any other nation).

•• With few exceptions, academia With few exceptions, academia 

supported Hitlersupported Hitler’’s tyranny and s tyranny and 

policies (Morse, 1968). policies (Morse, 1968). 



IndoctrinationIndoctrination
•• All too often education indoctrinates those in its care in a All too often education indoctrinates those in its care in a 

certain world view,certain world view,

•• For this reason college graduates have remarkably similar For this reason college graduates have remarkably similar 
views on a wide variety of social questions, from abortion views on a wide variety of social questions, from abortion 
to gun control to religion (Robertson, 1981).  to gun control to religion (Robertson, 1981).  

•• In our age of almost worship of the science establishment, In our age of almost worship of the science establishment, 
it is quite possible that a more accurate view of reality will it is quite possible that a more accurate view of reality will 
be dismissed simply because it does not conform to some be dismissed simply because it does not conform to some 
body of scientific opinion. body of scientific opinion. 



IndoctrinationIndoctrination
•• The view often most at issue is religion:  The view often most at issue is religion:  

•• In universities, In universities, ““the religious people keep their mouths the religious people keep their mouths 

shut ... And the irreligious people discriminate.shut ... And the irreligious people discriminate.”” (Larson (Larson 

and Witham, 1999, p. 91). and Witham, 1999, p. 91). 



IndoctrinationIndoctrination
•• Suppressing minority views in science :Suppressing minority views in science :

In In ““virtually every branch, lectures were proscribed, virtually every branch, lectures were proscribed, 

publication was hampered, professorships were denied, publication was hampered, professorships were denied, 

Scholars Scholars …… with unpopular ideas sometimes recanted, with unpopular ideas sometimes recanted, 

published anonymously, presented their ideas in weakened published anonymously, presented their ideas in weakened 

forms, or delayed publication for yearsforms, or delayed publication for years”” (1981, pp. 203).(1981, pp. 203).



Are Things Worse Today?Are Things Worse Today?
•• Sir Fred Hoyle, in an introduction to one of his books, said:Sir Fred Hoyle, in an introduction to one of his books, said:

““The popular belief is that the Copernican Revolution and The popular belief is that the Copernican Revolution and 
the inquisition of Galileo are things of the past. In this the inquisition of Galileo are things of the past. In this 
book we show that book we show that …… If anything the If anything the 
situation may have got worse, with situation may have got worse, with …… the the 
Industrial Revolution conferring upon Industrial Revolution conferring upon 
human beings a degree of arrogance not human beings a degree of arrogance not 
seen beforeseen before”” (1993, p. 1). (1993, p. 1). 



•• This is true in the current creationThis is true in the current creation--evolution controversy.evolution controversy.

•• Darwinists have worked hard to gain support from both the Darwinists have worked hard to gain support from both the 

clergy and the common people. clergy and the common people. 

•• It is unfortunate for science that there is so little tolerance It is unfortunate for science that there is so little tolerance 

for nonDarwinists.for nonDarwinists.

Things Things AreAre Much Worse TodayMuch Worse Today



Things Things AreAre Much Worse TodayMuch Worse Today
•• Reports of terminations and other problems in academia Reports of terminations and other problems in academia 

based on religious beliefs now abound.based on religious beliefs now abound.

HarvardHarvard’’s Owen Gingerich concluded that s Owen Gingerich concluded that 

““... scientific censorship, remains in our ... scientific censorship, remains in our 

world today, and it may well be far more world today, and it may well be far more 

effective and insidious than in the effective and insidious than in the 

seventeenth centuryseventeenth century”” during the time during the time 

of Galileo (1981, p. 60). of Galileo (1981, p. 60). 



A Place at the TableA Place at the Table
•• For Science to progress, freedom of inquiry must exist.For Science to progress, freedom of inquiry must exist.

•• The scientists have become the new priesthood of truth.The scientists have become the new priesthood of truth.

•• The focus of non Darwinists should be for a place at the The focus of non Darwinists should be for a place at the 

table.table.







http://www.originstv.org


http://www.ctvn.org


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 96
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 72
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 72
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [96 96]
  /PageSize [519.840 291.600]
>> setpagedevice




